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- Live animal encountersnow offered
at many institutions

- Live animal encountersmay improve
the learning experience,create an
emotional connection between people
and wildlife and contribute financially to
wildlife conservation

x \Welfare of program animalsd

a new areaof research
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Study animals

Serval
Lepz‘a//urusserva/

Age.—/ 8 years old

Image credit: Suzanne Szabo
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Servalperforms a routine training session
together with keeper.
High visitor numbersad low visitor/animal
proximity and interaction. 10 min duration.
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X Presentation Takesplace once daily at
a designatedpresentation area
Servalperforms a routine training session
together with keeper.
High visitor numbersad low visitor/animal
proximity and interaction. 10 min duration.

X Behind-the-scenegBTS)
Takesplace 4 days/week inside serval
enclosure Low visitor numbers
(max. 6 participants) 6
high visitor/animal proximity and
interaction (patting and feeding).

30 min duration.
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Treatments

Eachtreatment was imposed for one week, and repeated three times in a
randomised order over a period of 12 weeks The cats alternated between
treatments.

Treatment 10 Presentations
Treatment 2 d Behind-the-scenes

Treatment 3 0 Presentations &
Treatment 4 6 No visitor ‘
Interaction

Image credit: Suzanne Szabo
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Behavioural observations




